



















































































































Boycott of June 1953 exemplifies this extensive network as “this boycott drew on the 
black churches for the masses of people needed to implement and carry out the boycott, 
communications, networks, leadership, and money” (McClain and Stewart 49). 
Furthermore, the black church not only called for but also helped create the catalytic 
leadership needed as church leaders were essentially inclined to be movement leaders as 
they already held that position in the social network and thus they had a dual status that 
enabled them to effectively facilitate action within the community. For instance, the 
Baton Rouge Boycott was led by Reverend T. J. Jemison set the tone for the movement 
as “his dual status as both a movement and a church leader placed him in a unique 
position to make an effortless, yet virtually important, contribution to the initiation of the 










As the black church itself provided the structure necessary to facilitate a 
successful social movement, it was a sense of African American spirituality that unified 
blacks throughout slavery, segregation and the movement itself. The spirituality 
associated with the black church did three things for the movement. First, it unified 
everyone as religion had been a form of solace for African Americans throughout their 
oppressed times in this nation. Therefore, as massive oppression ensued, the idea of a 
common identity or shared experience emerged and was the basis for this spirituality and 
offered a sense of optimism as they tried to escape that oppression. Secondly, the goals of 
the movement were based on the whole not just on a few as the black church in the face 
of slavery and segregation always focused on the ultimate solution for all. Thus as 
theologian, Michael Battle, suggests that African American religious communities 
“sought to make sense of a tragic history and move toward a future, not just for 
themselves, but also for their nation, and the world” (7). Finally, the communal aspect of 
African American spirituality pervaded even when blacks faced of their oppressors and 
therefore the objectives of this movement were made through peaceful means. In all, the 
First Amendment allowed for the Freedom of Speech and Freedom of Religion that aided 
a people in attaining their rightful freedom and furthermore created an environment in 
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which their historical vehicle of solace (the black church) could play a monumental role 
in this movement as “the black church didn’t just theorize about democracy, it practiced 
democracy [and] from its roots there flowered the civil rights movement-creative, 
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